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Fotos & Facts
Opulent Designs

Name of company: Opulent 
Designs

Name of owner: Heather 
Habich

Location, website, email, 
phone: 108 Mad River Green 
Shops, Waitsfield; HHabi-
ch@msn.com; 802-496-9273.

Description of your busi-
ness: I am focusing mainly 
on eco-friendly and fair-
trade women’s clothes and 
accessories. I also have 
some men’s clothing, vin-
tage jewelry, beaded holi-
day dresses and purses, dec-
orative throw pillows, CBD 
products, high end tables, 
art by Myk Martinez and a 
few other things thrown in 
with more coming.

Who are your customers? 
I’m trying really hard to 
keep my prices reasonable 

to appeal to people for everyday items. For example, I carry socks, underwear, mittens 
made from sweaters, thermal shirts and T-shirts and I have a secondhand rack all at a very 
nice price point. On the other hand, I have some beautiful fair-trade batiked bathrobes for 
men and women from Indonesia, some fair-trade hand-embroidered silk jackets from India, 
along with the beaded holiday dresses that I mentioned at a higher price point, so I hope to 
appeal to perhaps people from cities that are looking for something for more special occa-
sions.

What makes your business unique? I think the fact that I am focused on eco-friendly and 
fair-trade clothing makes me unique in this area. I have gotten a lot of feedback from locals 
that they are looking for that type of thing and, in some cases, buy eco-friendly exclusively.

How long have you been in business? I just opened this business December 16; however, I 
owned a window treatments business in Burlington for 20 years, before moving here three 
years ago.

Personal background: I grew up in Brattleboro and moved to Burlington to go to UVM as 
a theater major in the 1990s. I lived there for 22 years and raised my son there. I moved to 
Brazil for six months to teach English. Upon completing my contract in Brazil, I got a job as 
a liftie at Mad River Glen. The leap of faith I took by giving up my life in Burlington was well 
worth it because I’ve been much happier in this area. The people are so much friendlier 
here!

Best advice you would give someone starting a business? I took the Women’s Small Business 
Project course at Trinity College when I originally started my window treatments business. 
It was of immeasurable help when it came to writing a business plan and doing bookkeeping 
and taxes, and creating databases of customers and marketing the business, etc. – all kinds 
of things that I wouldn’t have known how to do otherwise. Of course, the course no longer 
exists, but some type of equivalent course would be immensely helpful.

What do you like best about the business? Three things. First, I love interacting with the 
public and getting to know my customers. Second, I like being able to pick out what I want to 
sell. And, lastly, I like that whatever effort I put in is for my future success instead of some-
one else’s.

What was your first job? My first job was a cashier at Hardee’s Restaurant in Brattleboro. It 
was a fast-food restaurant like McDonald’s and it was pretty awful.

What was your most fun job? My best jobs have been since I moved to The Valley. I can’t re-
ally single one out. Mad River Glen, The Warren Store and Village Grocery. As I said, I love 
interacting with the public and getting to know the customers, and I love my co-workers past 
and present. Furthermore, Jack, Troy, Stevie and Donnie are the best bosses/supervisors 
ever!

Claim to fame? Wow, that’s a hard one. For me or Opulent Designs? For Opulent Designs, I 
guess it would be that I offer eco-friendly and fair-trade clothes. For me, I would have to say 
my proudest accomplishment is my son. He is an amazing person and although I can’t take 
full credit, I think I did a pretty good job.

What do you like best about The Valley? When I lived in Burlington, the people there 
seemed really cold and cliquey. It was very lonely. I like living here in The Valley so much 
better. Maybe it’s because I am constantly interacting with the public at my jobs, but people 
seem so much friendlier here.

What new business would you like to see move to The Valley? I’d like to see some sort of 
small department store open in The Valley. A place to get things like shoes and makeup and 
inexpensive housewares, etc. At this time, locals have to drive to Williston or Montpelier to 
get that type of thing. Additionally, tourists are always asking me at The Warren Store where 
they can buy towels, socks, underwear and so on.

When you’re not working, what are you doing? Lately, when I’m not at my two jobs, I am con-
stantly at my store trying to get it up and running. Once that’s under control, I like to spend 
time at home watching a movie or with a friend. I do love going out to eat as well. I know this 
sounds boring, but I love to do crossword puzzles and crochet too!

Wild Card? What else might people need to know? Right now my store is only open 9:30 
to 5:30, Saturdays and Sundays. Starting at the end of January, I will be able to be open 
Wednesdays and Fridays too.

Heather Habich is the owner of Opulent Designs.

Highview

Build your dream home high up on 
this ridge with beautiful views of ski 
trails, Blueberry Lake and gorgeous 
sunsets. Approved 3 bedroom septic 
system. Power at the street. Backs up 
to National Forrest. $99,000

Nicely decorated 3 bedroom 
2 bath North Lynx with gas 
fireplace. Sleeps 7 and is close to 
the ski shuttle. $139,950

North Lynx

Spacious  Cape style 3 Bedroom 2 
Bath house with Large Deck and 1 
1/2 car attached garage. Corner lot off 
Inferno Road - very close to Skiing, 
Golf, Hiking and Town. $389,000

3 Bedroom 2 Bath North Lynx 
condo with gas fireplace and large 
deck. Sleeps 8. $149,900

Warren

North Lynx

2 Bedroom 1 1/2 Bath condo in 
beautiful country setting.Walk out 
to back lawn.  Great for year round 
or seasonal living. $120K

Butternut

Little Cottage in the Woods situated 
on a lovely rural 2 acres in a secluded 
setting. Three bedroom septic permit. 
Underground power is hooked up. 
Close to Green Mountain National 
Forrest and Blueberry Lake. $89,900

Warren

Lincoln Peak Properties
Real Estate • Property Management

802-496-8000 • LincolnPeakProperties.com
4403 Main St. - Waitsfield, VT 05673

No one showed up at your event?
 You should have advertised in The Valley Reporter!

Call 496-3928

MON-FRI 7am-4pm  SAT & SUN 7am-2pm
MAD RIVER GREEN SHOPS  •  496-5470

Breakfast & Lunch All Day • Espresso
Fruit Smoothies • Hot Soups • Grilled Panini

40% OFF all Christmas Goods!


